
Why Replacing Old Satellite Cables is 
Crucial During Renovations 
Embarking on a full house renovation in Ireland is an enormous 
undertaking. The focus is entirely on the big-ticket items: knocking 
down walls, installing a new kitchen, upgrading the plumbing, and 
rewiring the electrics. The property is stripped back to its bare bones, 
exposing decades of previous work. Amidst this chaos, it is incredibly 
common for homeowners and builders to completely ignore the thin, 
dusty black cables running down the exterior walls or snaking through 
the attic space. These are your telecommunications and satellite 
cables. Re-plastering over these old, degraded wires is a massive 
mistake that will guarantee endless frustration and a poor television 
picture the moment you finally sit down to relax in your newly 
finished home. 

The Hidden Degradation of Legacy Coaxial Cables 

If you have purchased a second-hand property that has not been 
renovated in ten or fifteen years, you must assume the exterior 
telecommunications equipment is functionally obsolete. The coaxial 
cables used a decade ago were manufactured with thinner copper 
cores and far less shielding than modern, high-definition digital 
broadcasts require. Furthermore, years of exposure to the freezing 
Irish winters and hot summer sun will have severely degraded the 
protective outer plastic casing of the wire. This invisible degradation 
increases the electrical resistance within the cable, meaning it simply 
cannot carry the massive data load required for modern 4K television 
without causing severe picture pixelation. 

The Threat of Water Damage Inside the Walls 

The most significant danger of leaving old cables in place is the risk of 
severe water damage. When the outer casing of an old coaxial cable 
becomes brittle and cracks, it loses its weatherproofing. During a 
heavy Irish rainstorm, water easily seeps into these microscopic 
cracks. Because the cable runs downhill into your house, the water 
travels along the internal copper wire like a wick. This moisture causes 
the wire to oxidise and short-circuit, ruining your signal. Worse still, 
this water eventually drips out of the cable directly behind your newly 
plastered walls, causing insidious damp patches that ruin your 
expensive new decoration. 

Seizing the Opportunity of the 'First Fix' 



A major renovation is the absolute perfect time to completely overhaul 
your home's digital infrastructure. When the walls are stripped back to 
the blockwork during the 'first fix' stage, running new cables is 
incredibly easy, fast, and neat. You must not wait until the plastering 
is finished to test the television signal. If you discover the old cables 
are faulty after the walls are painted, you will be forced to run new, 
ugly wires along your brand-new skirting boards, entirely ruining the 
clean aesthetic you just paid thousands of euros to achieve. 

Commissioning a Professional AV Infrastructure Upgrade 

Do not leave your digital entertainment to chance during a rebuild. 
Before the plasterboard goes up, you should book a professional 
evaluation. Engaging experts in Sky Tv Repairs and AV installation 
ensures a qualified technician will completely strip away the degraded, 
water-damaged cables. They will run high-grade, heavily shielded, 4K-
compatible coaxial cable from the exterior mounting point directly to 
your new television locations, ensuring the wires are safely hidden 
within the wall cavities. This comprehensive upgrade guarantees that 
your beautiful, newly renovated home is perfectly equipped to deliver 
a flawless, high-definition cinematic experience from day one. 

Conclusion 

A full home renovation is an opportunity to fix the hidden flaws of an 
older property, and outdated telecommunications wiring is a major 
flaw. Ignoring degraded, water-damaged coaxial cables and plastering 
over them guarantees a poor television picture and risks severe damp 
damage to your new interiors. By proactively commissioning a 
complete professional cable upgrade during the building phase, you 
ensure your entertainment system matches the high quality of your 
newly renovated home. 

Call to Action 

Are you currently renovating your home and worried about the 
condition of the existing television cables? Do not plaster over a 
problem. Contact our expert installation team today to arrange a 
complete, hidden wiring upgrade before your walls are sealed. 
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