
Why Decking Materials Matter When 
Designing Your Outdoor Space 

​
When it comes to designing your outdoor space, decking is one of the most 
important elements to consider. Whether you’re creating a cozy retreat or an 
entertaining area, the decking materials you choose will have a significant impact on 
the aesthetic and functionality of your outdoor living space. From durability to 
maintenance needs, selecting the right decking material can help you achieve a 
beautiful and long-lasting deck that enhances your home’s exterior. 
In this blog, we will explore the different types of decking materials available, 
including the benefits of each, and why choosing the right material is crucial for both 
aesthetic appeal and practical performance. 

The Importance of Choosing the Right Decking Material 

When selecting decking material, it’s essential to think about how much wear and 
tear the deck will endure, the weather conditions in your area, and how much time 
you want to spend on maintenance. After all, your deck will likely become a central 
area for entertaining, relaxing, and enjoying the outdoors. 

https://fmddistributor.com/decking/


Choosing the right decking material ensures that your deck will stand the test of time, 
look great, and require minimal upkeep. Whether you opt for wood decking for a 
natural look, or composite decking for low-maintenance convenience, the material 
you choose affects durability, comfort, and long-term cost. 

Types of Decking Materials and Their Benefits 

Here are some of the most popular decking materials, along with the benefits of 
each: 

1. Composite Decking 

Composite decking is one of the most popular decking options for homeowners who 
want a low-maintenance, durable solution. Made from a blend of wood fibers and 
plastic, composite decking resists the damaging effects of moisture, mold, and UV 
rays. It doesn’t require painting or staining, and it’s incredibly easy to clean. 
Additionally, composite decking offers a variety of colors, finishes, and textures that 
mimic the look of natural wood. 

Best for: 

○​ Low-maintenance outdoor living 

○​ Homes in areas with extreme weather 

○​ Pet owners and families looking for durability 

Explore our selection of composite decking to find the perfect style for your outdoor 
space. 

2. Wood Decking 

Wood decking is a classic choice that provides a natural look and feel to your 
outdoor space. Popular options like cedar, redwood, and pressure-treated pine offer 
a timeless aesthetic and the ability to customize the finish. While wood decking does 
require more maintenance (such as sealing and staining), it provides a traditional 
charm that many homeowners love. 

Best for: 

○​ Natural, rustic aesthetics 

○​ Customizable design (can be painted or stained) 

○​ Homes with traditional or rustic styles 

https://fmddistributor.com/decking-composite/


If you’re interested in wood decking, check out our range of decking materials to find 
the best wood options for your home. 

3. PVC Decking 

PVC decking is made entirely from plastic, offering an extremely durable, 
low-maintenance option for homeowners. Unlike composite decking, which is a blend 
of wood and plastic, PVC is 100% synthetic, making it highly resistant to water, 
stains, and fading. It’s also lightweight, easy to install, and requires minimal 
maintenance. 

Best for: 

○​ Long-lasting, easy-to-maintain outdoor spaces 

○​ Moisture-prone areas (such as coastal or rainy climates) 

○​ Homeowners who want a modern, clean look 

Explore our collection of PVC decking options for a maintenance-free, durable deck. 

4. Pressure-Treated Wood Decking 

Pressure-treated wood decking is an affordable option for those who want the look of 
wood without the high price tag. The wood is chemically treated to resist rot, decay, 
and insects, making it a great choice for homeowners on a budget. However, it does 
require periodic maintenance to keep it looking its best. 

Best for: 

○​ Budget-conscious homeowners 

○​ Traditional deck designs 

○​ Homes in areas with dry climates 

Check out our decking options for affordable and durable solutions. 

5. Tropical Hardwood Decking 

Tropical hardwood decking options like ipe, teak, and mahogany offer a luxurious 
look and exceptional durability. These hardwoods are naturally resistant to pests, 
weathering, and decay, making them ideal for outdoor use. However, tropical 
hardwoods can be expensive, and they require maintenance to preserve their natural 
appearance. 

Best for: 
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○​ Luxury outdoor spaces 

○​ Sustainable wood decking 

○​ Homeowners looking for high-end, durable materials 

Explore our selection of tropical hardwood decking options to find the perfect fit for 
your premium outdoor space. 

Key Considerations When Choosing Decking Materials 

While all of these materials offer unique benefits, here are a few key considerations 
to keep in mind when choosing the right decking material for your home: 

1.​ Climate and Weather Resistance: Consider the weather conditions in your 

area. If you live in a region with extreme temperatures or high humidity, 

choose a material that can withstand the elements without deteriorating. 

2.​ Durability and Maintenance: Think about how much time and effort you want 

to put into maintaining your deck. Composite and PVC decking require little 

maintenance, while wood decking will need periodic treatment. 

3.​ Aesthetic Appeal: Your decking material should complement your home’s 

architectural style. Whether you prefer the natural beauty of wood or the 

modern look of composite, ensure your choice aligns with your overall outdoor 

design. 

4.​ Budget: Consider your budget when selecting decking materials. While wood 

may be more affordable upfront, materials like composite and tropical 

hardwoods may offer better long-term value due to their durability and 

low-maintenance nature. 

Explore our full range of decking options to find the best material for your needs and 
budget. 

Final Thoughts: The Right Decking for Your Outdoor Space 

The decking material you choose will play a significant role in the look, feel, and 
functionality of your outdoor space. Whether you opt for composite decking for 
low-maintenance convenience or wood decking for a classic natural look, the right 
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choice ensures that your deck will be durable, attractive, and perfect for entertaining, 
relaxing, or simply enjoying the outdoors. 

At FMD Distributor, we offer a wide variety of decking materials to suit every need 
and aesthetic preference. From low-maintenance composite decking to luxury 
tropical hardwoods, we have options that will help you create the perfect outdoor 
space. 

Ready to Get Started? 

Create the perfect outdoor space with the right decking material. Contact us for more 
information or to place a bulk order. Want to ensure you’re selecting the best decking 
for your space? Feel free to request a sample today! 
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